In tli? following pages it is proposed to consider tlie various diseases which exert a specific influence upon the organ of hearing, and the manner in which that influence is manifested. Naso-pharyngeal 
Pain is not a prominent symptom in those inflammations which follow diphtheria, and this fact will readily distinguish them from the truly diphtheritic form of external otitis in which the peculiar false membrane is found in the auditory canal. The form of disease now referred to is one arising from the broken-down condition of the little patient rather than a form of disease already described as the diphtheritic. In the former case the pain is not great, the swelling is considerable, and the tendency to attack bone is marked. Fluctuation is soon felt over the mastoid region, and after the evacuation of pus the bone beneath is felt denuded, and in some cases crumbling. Exuberant granulations spring up around the opening made by the knife in the soft parts, and the peculiar depressed mouth of a sinus leading to dead bone soon begins to make its appearance." (c.) Acute otitis media, which may and often does become chronic, is a common accompaniment of diphtheria. "Wendt found that in a large proportion of cases the cartilaginous portion of the Eustachian tube was filled with or lined by a false membrane. In only one case was he able to trace the process to the tympanum. 
